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. SWBJECT: The Kurdish Prcblem ms&mﬁm TS

le nmummwm&mummﬂ-u;
Mmmmmtme,szw
xmuda-lﬁngofmhlpoomwmml,wr, Stats, and
ﬂn urdoutodhcuuthoprouu ntbmghnontqutmud-
hnaohtu-lcmnluim,mwwbww
on most Imy issuwsse

2, Tho principal subetantiwe paints mads at the meeting are
swsarised delow for your infarmations

R Mhutﬂnlibnhood’,dtbmctu
indapendent Turdisten.” Despite oontimming efforts by exile grows

¥ Yhe Tids are the predaminant element of tie population in an
area esbracing southsast Turiey, nartlwest Iran, and northeast
Iraq. Some Kurds are also found in northeast Syria and in the
USSR, - Although reliable population estimates are lacking, the
m'dlotthana'mutmwdton-urmrjmnn&
dtdd.dromhumumsr\rhn)im 3 Irans 500,0003
Ireqs 800,000; Syria:s 250,000; USSR 100,000 (Soviet Armenia)e
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- Mnmottbmrm-oddmhmlmtonﬁrw
Kurdish naticnalist feeling, the Kurds have never been palitdsally
‘wnited and they lack any real sense of naticnhoods Such etimio,
linguistic, and religious cobesivencss as does distingulsh them
mpmhomwuwhymhmmmu
factars - mﬁmuﬂdummwlqd-
tiss, varying degrees of identification with the states in whioh
thay live, and widespread indifferonce as to who controls the
pdlﬁodnohﬁmqnolmguthelndivﬁml'-tﬂhham
alme. Over tims, the Furdish martial traditicn and the oause
of Kurdish separstiss are 1iknly %0 bo' further waakeed by
detribalisation, settlement, and related social changs.

be Nevertheless, the Xurds will ontimue to have ocnsid-
cx‘bhhn-mnlmurobol--m-pountu_lnbeh-uhm
for soms years to come, is a traditiomally warliks and still
MMWmeophmOmcmnhunh;mu
m-nhwalmgmtmyofbad.biocduththnwmont
their host comtriss, the Kurds oould fairly readily be arcused if
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given arms and funds from outside. :‘_""”‘“"w
of an acknowledged over-all M:W"ﬂ’“ xigh

be stirred up to make considerabls trocble for & weak nost
country, especially if it had othsr sscurity pro ngm-gl

to eontond with at the same time,

{ g '_v.

ce The peourity prohh-pondbytholnrdlhlmhol
in Turkey, vhere the government and army bave ALong exercised
Mmmmdhn-m“mmq‘smww .
assimilation. In Syria the l‘lltiﬂl} plll K-'dl.lh
minority has been settled for ynru nnd ogchrilﬁ um..
trouble to the government. Ilf. thus has little special
potential as a wehicle for Iraql swversion against the

UAR.

d. However, the situation is different in _I_r__-n, where
the government's policqy is one ?f general negleot punatuated
by fine promises on the ome hgt;d and efforts to repress
the Kurds and put them in their place oo the other, At
the same time, the govurmment in Tehran exercises only
1imited effective aathority over its Kurdish areas.

Although th:re npounﬂ.yIWlocmd the
-3
SECRET

Approved For Release 1999/09/16 : CIA-RDP63-00314R000200180017-5



s

* ‘Kpproved For Release 1999/09/16 : CIA-RDP63-00314R000200180017-5

status quo and even sams genuine loyalty to the erow: among
Iranian Kurds, thoy might cause a serious diversiom of Iran-
mm-mqmmwmmmummmm.

o Jreg is currently tis most active scens of dgvelop-
monts affecting the Kurds, ¥ho pomrise scme 208 of the pop-
wlaticne The Qassin government has sought 36 play down
trediticnal Areb-Kurdish animositiss by well-publicised
appointmonts of Eurds to high govermmont posts, by waloaming
tho Teturn of Mulls Mustaphs and his followers from exils in
the =", by proslaiming Ireq s republis of Arels and Kurdy,
and by bm extonsively in Kurdish. BEspeciaily if
the Cammmists continue their effoctive drive toward power
in Iraq, the Ireqi Kurds will give them a significant weapoa
against Iran. At the samo time, Bowever, Kurdish-Arad
animosities will ocntinue to presont problems of oontrol

to any Ireqi govermment,

f. The USSR has maintained its agitation and propaganda
amcng the Kurds at a relatively low key. It was feltl that

r_mmmtmm{mmd-
25X1X1 reported by the press as transiting tho Suss Cansl em
route to Basra are followers of Mulla Mustapbae

die
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the WoR, while not neglecting to build w its assets smarg
e Burds, would view tdem [rimarily as a msans of harasaing
tad wndersining Iran, probebly in eanjuotion with ar follow
ing othar moves to areate trowble for the Stmbh. In amv
Mn'*““m&mmwm‘hm
in any mamner inconsistent with ite efforts firet $0 secure
emtrol of Ireqs When and 1f the Soviets should deoide $0
Rale weo of the Kurds, whether to establish a ¥land bridge®
fcross Iren ar more gensrally to creats disturbances within
&tom,anhme‘h
ths Kurds of Ireq rather than directly from the USSR,

ge It waz genorally agreed that Turkey and Iren vould
Mmmwmxmmtimu;mpmmlm
the Arebe for fear of stirring wp trowble at hame and that,
Nasser's identification with Arab naticnelism would mak:
1toxb~l;d1mm1ttcrm-tomounlnqiluds.

" 3¢ We do not believe, on the basis of our discussion, *hat
there is need for a formal ostimate on the Kurds at this time.
M,Mmpwmtmzmmm
mldnodnomummalmmtiwbymmminmkmt—
ed at the meeting, with particular emphasis m getting fuller ve-
parting on eonditicne and attitudes, /

.
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